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MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, March 23, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. 

Bartholomew Building Upper Conference Room 
110 N. Court St., Heppner, Oregon 
See Zoom Meeting Info on Page 2 

 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance - 9:00 a.m.  
2. City/Citizen Comments:  Individuals may address the Board on issues not on the agenda 
3. Open Agenda:  The Board may introduce subjects not already on the agenda 
4. Consent Calendar 

a. Accounts Payable and Payroll Payables 
b. Contract with Community Counseling Solutions, Inc., for Services to the Sheriff’s 

Office  
c. Corrected BOC Minutes – December 8, 2021  

5. Recognition of Upcoming Retirement:  Patricia Hughes, Deputy Assessor/Tax 
Collector 

6. Business Items 
a. Letter of Support for U.S. Economic Development Administration Grant 

Application, Heppner Water System Improvement Project (Commissioner 
Lindsay) 

b. Compensation Board Recommendations (Darrell Green, Administrator) 
c. Update on Finance Director Search (Darrell Green) 
d. Proposed Budget Committee Meeting Date (Darrell Green) 
e. Unanticipated Revenue Option 2, Distribution Clarification 
f. Economic Development Conveyance between U.S. Army and Columbia 

Development Authority (Chair Doherty) 
7. Department Reports 

a. Road Department Monthly Report (Eric Imes, Public Works Director) 
8. Correspondence 
9. Commissioner Reports 
10. Signing of documents 
11. Adjournment 
 

Agendas are available every Friday on our website (www.co.morrow.or.us/boc under 
“Upcoming Events”).  Meeting Packets can also be found the following Monday. 
 
The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at 
least 48 hours before the meeting to Roberta Lutcher at (541) 676-5613. 
 
Pursuant to ORS 192.640, this agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting; however, the Board may consider additional subjects as well. This 
meeting is open to the public and interested citizens are invited to attend. Executive sessions are 
closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, are open to the 
media. The Board may recess for lunch depending on the anticipated length of the meeting and 
the topics on the agenda. If you have anything that needs to be on the agenda, please notify the 
Board office before noon of the preceding Friday.  If something urgent comes up after this 
publication deadline, please notify the office as soon as possible. If you have any questions about 
items listed on the agenda, please contact Darrell J. Green, Administrator at (541) 676-2529. 

http://www.co.morrow.or.us/boc
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Zoom Meeting Information 

 
https://zoom.us/j/5416762546  PASSWORD:  97836 Meeting ID: 541-676-2546 
 
Zoom Call-In Numbers for Audio Only: 

• 1-346-248-7799, Meeting ID:  541 676 2546#  
• 1-669-900-6833, Meeting ID:  541 676 2546#  
• 1-312-626-6799, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-929-436-2866, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-253-215-8782, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-301-715-8592, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 

 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/5416762546
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                Board of Commissioners                                                                                                           
 
P.O. Box 788 • Heppner, OR 97836             Commissioner Jim Doherty, Chair 
541-676-5613                Commissioner Melissa Lindsay 
www.co.morrow.or.us             Commissioner Don Russell 
 

March 23, 2022 
 
Senator Ron Wyden       Senator Jeff Merkley 
221 Dirksen Senate Office Building    313 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C.  20002     Washington, D.C.  20002 
 
Dear Senators Wyden and Merkley, 
 
As you consider projects for Congressionally Directed Spending, we are pleased to extend strong 
support from Morrow County for the following requests made by the Port of Morrow. 
Investment in these initiatives will boost economic opportunity, environmental sustainability, 
quality of life, and safety throughout our community.  
 
Renewable Wastewater Treatment Expansion 
The Port of Morrow is seeking funds for wastewater infrastructure improvements that will 
enhance environmental quality while meeting the needs of the region’s growing industries and 
local farms.  These improvements will reduce discharge contamination to protect groundwater 
supplies and implement long-term sustainable wastewater solutions that will benefit the entire 
region.  Funding will be used to accomplish key components of the Port’s comprehensive 
wastewater treatment strategy it has been coordinating with the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality. 
 
The Port’s wastewater infrastructure improvements are an important and valuable part of the 
county’s commitment to improve nitrate contamination in the Lower Umatilla Basin 
Groundwater Management Area (LUBGWMA).  The Port’s project will complement other 
efforts in the LUBGWMA to reduce nitrate contamination in drinking water.  
 
Port of Morrow Exit 165 Interchange Improvement Project 
This project would provide improvements from Interstate 84 to the Port of Morrow Industrial 
Park to facilitate the safe flow of trucks and local traffic between the interstate and the Port.  The 
project would construct a new roundabout at Exit 165, interstate on-ramp improvements to help 
with traffic control, and a sidewalk for pedestrian access.  Once complete, the project will 
increase efficiency and eliminate safety hazards for the local community. 
 
Culture and Training Center - Workforce Development 
The Port is seeking funding for a workforce development and training program that will equip 
job seekers in underserved populations to fill open positions with area employers.  This program 
will focus on helping limited English proficiency (LEP) and other disadvantaged individuals by 
providing job search, application assistance, and interview support at the Port’s Culture and 
Training Center.  Programs will consist of classes that support career readiness initiatives 
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including Microsoft Office and Outlook training, pre-employment orientations, and coordinated 
hiring events.  In addition, the project will provide AV equipment and supporting technology for 
hosting workforce training conferences and other larger events centered around employment 
opportunity and professional development.  
 
South Port Rail Safety Enhancements 
Dating back to the Port’s creation in 1959, key locations of original rail infrastructure in the 
south Port area have come to the end of their useful life span.  Despite being maintained to 
Federal Railroad Administration and Oregon Department of Transportation standards, 
replacement of this 60-year-old infrastructure is essential to serve existing and future partners 
without fear of costly derailments.  The South Port Rail Safety Enhancements would address 
these needs by upgrading nearly 6,000 feet of aging rail along with seven turnouts and one grade 
crossing that combined have increasingly caused safety hazards and delays.  Completion of the 
project will facilitate safer, more efficient, and expanded transportation through the railyard, 
while lowering fuel consumption and emissions by reducing longer rail shipments to Portland 
and the Puget Sound. 
 
As you review projects for Congressionally Directed Spending, we respectfully ask you to 
consider the significant benefits these projects will bring to our community.  Thank you for your 
attention to these important initiatives and continued support for eastern Oregon.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
__________________  __________________  __________________ 
Jim Doherty    Melissa Lindsay   Don Russell 
Chair     Commissioner    Commissioner 
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P.O. Box 788 • Heppner, OR 97836             Commissioner Jim Doherty, Chair 
541-676-5613                Commissioner Melissa Lindsay 
www.co.morrow.or.us             Commissioner Don Russell 
 

March 23, 2022 
 
Senator Ron Wyden       Senator Jeff Merkley 
221 Dirksen Senate Office Building    313 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C.  20002     Washington, D.C.  20002 
 
Dear Senators Wyden and Merkley: 
 
On behalf of Morrow County, I am pleased to extend strong support for the City of Irrigon’s 
Business Opportunity Incubator Project.  This project will construct a new facility to support 
new and emerging businesses with the space they need to operate. 
 
Specifically, funding will be used to build an incubator building for small to medium sized 
businesses with a focus on enhancing opportunities for minority business enterprises (MBE) and 
low-income populations.  According to U.S. Census, 16% of Irrigon residents live in poverty and 
nearly half of the population identifies as Hispanic or other minority population.  See attached 
Census Summary for Morrow County.  

The building will be located in the heart of town which is centrally located and easily accessible 
by city residents.  The new building will complement recent new additions to the city core 
including the new Morrow County Government Center Building and new retail businesses. 

The proposed building will be a well-maintained facility that can efficiently accommodate 
multiple use types, including commercial, distribution, manufacturing, and warehousing to meet 
the needs of the region.  Equipped with dock doors and ample lot space for truck and trailer 
movement and storage, the space will provide 10,000 square feet in available space for a variety 
of businesses with flexibility to accommodate specific client needs within the interior, including 
office space and restrooms. 

This initiative will provide economic opportunity for disadvantaged populations in an 
underserved area of Morrow County while also transforming Irrigon as a community where 
people of all backgrounds can live, work and play. 
  
We fully support this proposal and the significant benefits it would provide Irrigon and the 
region.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
__________________  __________________  __________________ 
Jim Doherty    Melissa Lindsay   Don Russell 
Chair     Commissioner    Commissioner 
 
 



Summary of Census Information for Morrow County 
October 14, 2021 

Morrow County     
Population Summary:     
Total     12,186 
Population of one race:   10,514 
White alone     7,472 
Black or African American alone   58 
American Indian and Alaska Native alone  167 
Asian alone     33 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 5 
Some Other Race alone   2,779 
Hispanic or Latino    4,988 
Population of two or more races:   1,672 
 
Growth Rate:    9% 
2010 Population:    11,173 
2020 Population:    12,186 
 
Median Household income:            $ 54,269.00  
Percent in Poverty:    14.50% 

 

Unincorporated Morrow County    
Population Summary:     
Total     4,585 
Population of one race:    4,074 
White alone     3,381 
Black or African American alone   20 
American Indian and Alaska Native alone  42 
Asian alone     16 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 2 
Some Other Race alone    613 
Hispanic or Latino    1,170 
Population of two or more races:   511 
 
Growth Rate:     7.40% 
2010 Population:    4,269 
2020 Population:    4,585 

 

 

 



Boardman      
Population Summary:     
Total     3,828 
Population of one race:   3,093 
White alone     1,390 
Black or African American alone   27 
American Indian and Alaska Native alone  72 
Asian alone     7 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 0 
Some Other Race alone   1,597 
Hispanic or Latino    2,813 
Population of two or more races:   735 
 
Growth Rate:    17.25% 
2010 Population:    3,220 
2020 Population:    3,828 
 
Median Household income:    $ 60,039.00  
Percent in Poverty:    16.20% 

 

Heppner     
Population Summary:    
Total    1,187 
Population of one race:  1,092 
White alone   1,039 
Black or African American alone  3 
American Indian and Alaska Native alone 10 
Asian alone   4 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 0 
Some Other Race alone  36 
Hispanic or Latino   94 
Population of two or more races:  95 
 
Growth Rate:   -8% 
2010 Population:   1,291 
2020 Population:   1,187 
 
Median Household income:  $48,571.00 
Percent in Poverty:   8.20% 

 

 

 

 



Ione      
Population Summary    
Total:     337 
Population of one race:   290 
White alone    255 
Black or African American alone  2 
American Indian and Alaska Native alone  1 
Asian alone    1 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 0 
Some Other Race alone   31 
Hispanic or Latino    64 
Population of two or more races:  47 
 
Growth Rate:    0.97% 
2010 Population:    329 
2020 Population:    337 
 
Median Household income:   $53,846.00 
Percent in Poverty:    20.70% 

 

Irrigon      
Population Summary:    
Total    2,011 
Population of one race:  1,734 
White alone   1,185 
Black or African American alone  6 
American Indian and Alaska Native alone 37 
Asian alone   4 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 3 
Some Other Race alone  499 
Hispanic or Latino   839 
Population of two or more races:  277 
 
Growth Rate:   9.60% 
2010 Population:   1,826 
2020 Population:   2,011 
 
Median Household income:   $   52,054.00  
Percent in Poverty:   16.10% 

 

 

 

 



Lexington      
Population Summary:    
Total     238 
Population of one race:   231 
White alone    222 
Black or African American alone  0 
American Indian and Alaska Native alone  5 
Asian alone    1 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 0 
Some Other Race alone   3 
Hispanic or Latino    8 
Population of two or more races:  7 
 
Growth Rate:    N/A 
2010 Population:    238 
2020 Population:    238 
 
Median Household income:   $33,125.00 
Percent in Poverty:    8.90% 

 

Source: 2020 US Census 































































AMAZON
10,545,618.52 # 1.0000000

101 General -2,862,911.25 # 0.2714787 631 City of Boardman $200,000.00
211 MOCO School Dist -25,578.59 # 0.0024255 632 City of Heppner $200,000.00
212 Ione School Dist -19,075.87 # 0.0018089 633 City of Ione $200,000.00
214 Fair -36,932.41 # 0.0035022 634 City of Irrigon $200,000.00
514 Ione SD Bond -188,356.24 # 0.0178611 635 Town of Lexington $200,000.00
515 Boardman Urb Ren -39,688.28 # 0.0037635
516 Radio District -135,727.24 # 0.0128705 Total To Cities $1,000,000.00
519 West Boardman URA -39,674.71 # 0.0037622
617 MOCO Health Dist -657,983.10 # 0.0623940
621 City of Board Bond -316,665.63 # 0.0300282
623 City of Irrigon Bond -68,342.64 # 0.0064807
624 Town of Lex Bond -21,631.21 # 0.0020512
626 MH Ombudsman -19,644.71 # 0.0018628 Total Funds to Distribut $11,545,618.52
630 Port of Morrow -76,366.50 # 0.0072415 Total to Cities -$1,000,000.00
636 Boardman Fire & Res -411,707.24 # 0.0390406
637 Board F&R Bond -114,776.15 # 0.0108838
638 Heppner RFPD -38,365.40 # 0.0036380 Total To Other Dist $10,545,618.52
639 Irrigon RFPD -53,419.00 # 0.0050655
640 Ione RFPD -65,917.74 # 0.0062507
641 S Gilliam RFPD -18,285.08 # 0.0017339
642 Boardman Cemetery -29,813.97 # 0.0028271
643 Heppner Cemetery -33,056.14 # 0.0031346
644 Ione-Lex Cemetery -36,596.45 # 0.0034703
645 Irrigon Cemetery -24,896.91 # 0.0023609
646 Willow Creek Park -68,133.77 # 0.0064609
647 Boardman Park -140,198.66 # 0.0132945
648 Irrigon Park -44,652.03 # 0.0042342
649 Board Park Bond -237,616.62 # 0.0225323
650 MOCO Unif Rec Dist -333,320.35 # 0.0316075
651 Heppner Water Cont -21,102.48 # 0.0020011
652 MOCO School Dist -2,545,582.79 # 0.2413877
654 Intermountain ESD -437,566.40 # 0.0414927
658 BMCC -468,554.08 # 0.0444312
659 BMCC Bond -158,963.72 # 0.0150739
660 N Morrow Vector -169,289.84 # 0.0160531
662 Ione Library -32,336.32 # 0.0030663
663 OR Trail Library -168,359.66 # 0.0159649
666 State Fire Patrol -70,433.13 # 0.0066789
683 Pilot Rock RFPD -18,772.42 # 0.0017801
688 Ione School Dist -238,677.79 # 0.0226329
690 Heppner RFPD Bond -26,495.88 # 0.0025125
691 City of Heppner Bond -30,150.20 # 0.0028590

-10,545,618.59 # 1.0000000

Option 2 from March 16th BOC Meeting











































































ROAD REPORT MARCH 2022 

 
BLADING OPERATIONS:  Following are the roads blade operators made improvements to. 

Zone 1 – Doherty, Alpine, Grieb, Lindsay Feed Lot, Dave Rietmann 

Zone 2 – Spur Loop, Kemp, Beach, Melville 

Zone 3 – Holtz, Kincaid, Tews, Smith, Morter 

Zone 4 – Sunflower Flat 

Zone 5 – Clarks Canyon, Perlberg 

We have been adding lots of rock to roads where needed. 

ROAD SIGN REPAIR:  Crew members continue making sign repairs when time allows. 

WINTER OPERATIONS:  Mountain roads were plowed and sanded following a few storms this month. 

CATTLE GUARDS:  We have been cleaning and repairing cattle guards around the county. 

CULVERTS:  We have been cleaning and repairing culverts around the county. 

 

 

PERMITS:  I do not have access to the permit file as I am out of town.  I will report on March permits next month. 
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