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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The concept of the Heritage Trail has been to provide approximately 25 miles of trail for walkers, 
bicyclists, and other non-motorized travelers and recreationalists a chance to embrace the rich 
history and outdoor environment of the area. The trail alignment accomplishes this by travelling 
through a variety of natural and constructed landscapes. Unfortunately, due to the length  
of time the trail markers have been out on the trail many have faded and are unrecognizable and 
others have been damaged or disappeared.  This report includes an inventory and description of the 
trail markers throughout the length of the trail.  
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BACKGROUND 
(Tamra to help write this) Background: History of the Trail and the Concept Plan.  (One or two 
paragraphs) Paragraph about when trail markers and interpretive panels were designed and installed.  
Why focus on trail markers? They are a first step in enhancing the trail.  Add note about 
environmental requirements for work on federal lands, etc.  
  
Goals for the Columbia River Heritage Trail Marker Report were:  
 
 Goal 1. 
 Goal 2. 
 Goal 3. 
 Goal 4? 

 
The Heritage Trail includes a total of six sections.  This report covers sections II – VI only. Section I is 
the western-most section, west of Boardman to the Gilliam County line and does not have trail signs 
or markers. 
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TRAIL MARKER ANALYSIS 
 
SECTION II 
Section two of the Heritage Trail begins at the Tower Road Interchange and ends at the Port of Morrow.  For 
this report, the focus is on the trail located between the Boardman Marina Park and Port of Morrow.  There 
are a total of four trail marker signs and three information signs in Section II.  Due to weathering and fading 
the Trail stickers need to be replaced.   There is also one trail marker sign in this section which has been 
partially spray-painted and should be completely replaced. Two of the three information signs (information 
kiosks or interpretive panels??) should also be replaced due to sun and weather damage.  These other signs 
include the “Industrial Development & Port of Morrow” and “Birds of River, Shoreline” signs.  Below are 
pictures of the signs that have some damage and warrant replacement or some level of restoration. 
 
 
 

  
Figure 1: Located at Boardman marina park 
 
Trail marker shown in Figure 1 will require new stickers to be posted on the metal placard.  The sticker 
“Columbia River Heritage Trail” and “City of Boardman” are rather faded.  
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The next Trail marker is halfway through section two. This sign will need to be replaced due to vandalism. It 
has been spray painted and part of the sign is no longer visible. 
 

Figure 2: located at 45.848005° N and 119.694984° W 
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Two interpretive panels in Section II have been severely weather damaged and the images and script is barely 
legible. (See fig. 3 & 4). 
 

Figure 3: Birds of River, Shoreline located at 45.846917° N and 119.701429° W  

Figure 4: Industrial Development & Port of Morrow located at 45.848753° N and 119.688655° W 
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SECTION III 
Section three of the Heritage trail, also known as the Port of Morrow section, contains just one trail marker 
and no information signs. This one sign is located on the corner of Marine Dr NW and Ulman Blvd. The sign is in 
good condition it just needs a new sticker placed on it (see fig. 5). Anthony - There are two signs, possibly three 
in this section. One at the overpass and one at the main entrance and I believe one or two close to the Port 
Offices and the Restaurant. 
 

Figure 5: located at 45.850999° N & 119.675869° W 
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SECTION IV  
Section four of the Heritage Trail within the Umatilla Wildlife Refuge; this section consists of six trail marker 
signs and three informational panels, a total of seven points of interest. All of Section IV is located in the 
Umatilla National Wildlife Refuge.   All directional signs in this section are in good condition, showing little to 
no sign of age or weather. Two of the three information signs will need to be replaced. The sign located at the  
western access point of the trail on the Refuge has multiple gunshot holes. (see fig.7 below). The Range Birds 
sign is significantly faded as a result of sun exposure (see fig. 7). 

Figure 6: located at 45.878897° N and 119.610537° W  
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Figure 7: located at 45.885790° N and 119.597867° W 
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SECTION V  
Crossing through the areas immediately to the east and west of Irrigon and through Irrigon City Limits, Section 
V of the CRHTMR is subject to some of the heaviest public use of the entire trail system. (in the Concept Plan) 
You could note that there is an area between the refuge and City of Irrigon section.  Or not mention this at all. 
There are no points of interest (no trail markers AND no interpretive panels?) in section five of the Heritage 
Trail. 
 

 
Figure 8 located at 45.901175° N and 119.492282° W 
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Figure 9: located at 45.900720° N and 119.492230° W 
 
On the east side of the Marina there is one trail marker sign and two information signs. The trail marker sign 
similarly to the previous couple will need to have the sticker replaced because of fading in the lettering. This 
sign, however, has not experienced the same level of fading as the other signs likely to it being in a more 
shaded are (see fig. 10). The two information signs in the marina area are next to the Lewis and Clark Memorial 
bench. These two signs have serious sun damage and could do with being replaced. While under typical 
circumstances the suggestion would be to replace them, but with no clear markings for them being owned by 
Morrow County, I would suggest finding who owns these signs (see fig. 11.) 
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Figure 10: located at 45.900650° N and 119.490882° W 
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Figure 11: located at 45.901210° N and 119.490868° W 
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Further east of the Marina along the northern fence line area there is another trail marker to look at. This, like 
the others will need to have the sticker replaced because of fading. Unlike the other signs in this area, there 
are some trees that partially block the sign. Trimming the tree that is blocking this sign could be something to 
consider for those interested parties (see fig. 12).  

Figure 12: located at 45.900936° N and 119.490501° W 
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There are three more signs within the city limits of Irrigon, one trail marker and two for information. 
Continuing east from figure 12 the next sign is an information board that needs to be replaced. There is a large 
portion of the sign missing and what is still there has become extremely weathered (see fig.13). 

Figure 13 located at 45.901096° N and 119.487991° W 
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Continuing approximately 200 feet along the river there will be another trail marker (see figure 14). This sign 
will need only the Columbia River Heritage Trail sticker replaced. While replacing the sticker for this sign it 
could also be set upright since it is leaning to the side currently.  
 

Figure 14 located at 45.901122° N and 119.487317° W 
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SECTION VI  
Beginning along the river at the very east side of the Irrigon Marina Park, Section 6 continues east to the 
border of Morrow and Umatilla Counties. Section 6 contains a total of sixteen trail markers, eight information 
signs, and nineteen points of interest. Beginning in the Irrigon Marina area there are a few points to be 
addressed. On the west side of, the Marina there are two trail marker sign posts that have signs with the 
stickers needing to be replaced. Both no longer have the lettering around the outside saying “Columbia River 
Heritage Trail.” With this comes the colors being extremely faded in both (see fig. 8 & 9).  
 
I think Section VI Oregon State Wildlife Area begins here 
Section VI is under management of the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (owned by US Army Corps of 
Engineers).  The primary goal of this area is to provide access to fishing, waterfowl hunting, horseback riding 
and generally for a more rugged trail experience.   
Is this sign at the entrance to the Wildlife Area? This sign will need to have the sticker replaced (see figure 15). 
Since this sign has been knocked over if it is within the authority of the county to upright the post doing so 
would be beneficial for navigation purposes. Where this trail marker is located on federal lands, special 
environmental permitting may apply.  A consultation with the ACOE must be made before moving or replacing 
the sign post.  

 
Figure 15: located at 45.901656° N and 119.472589° W 
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Is this sign north of the ball fields?  If yes, it is within the city and the Irrigon Park and should be moved to 
Section V. Continuing east on the trail the next sign that will be found is an information board that needs to be 
replaced. This sign has suffered severe weathering (see figure 16). There are parts of this sign that are 
completely missing.  

Figure 16: located at 45.902805° N and 119.467700° W 
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Getting into the sandy parts of the trail, there is the first seriously damaged sign (see figure 17). This sign has 
been bent and has bullet holes. The sticker is extremely faded. The entire sign should be replaced so that 
people can better navigate this area of the trail. This sign is an area that there aren’t many trail markers. This 
means that to keep traffic on the trail there should be a new metal trail placard and sticker placed on the 4x4 
post. 

Figure 17: located at 45.904313° N and 118.460856° W 
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Further into the least developed part of the trail, (about halfway to county line?) there is another trail marker. 
This trail marker like the one just west of it is going to need the entire sign replaced. This sign looks like it has 
been shot at and the sticker is incredibly faded (see figure 18). 

Figure 18: located at 45.903839° N and 119.459447° W 
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This next trail marker sign will need to have new metal sign placards and new stickers.  The sign has some 
denting (probably from someone shooting BBs at it) but there is no major damage to it. The sticker like many 
others on this trail has faded (see figure 19). 
 

Figure 19: located at 45.905677° N and 119.454373° W 
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Further down section 6 of the Heritage Trail, another trail marker that needs to have the sticker replaced can 
be found (see fig. 20). The post is in good condition.  This sticker has faded to the point that it is hardly visible 
on the sign. 
 

Figure 20: located at 45.906539° N and 119.450618° W 
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Very similar to the previous trail marker this post is in good condition but due to severe fading the Columbia 
River Heritage Trail sticker should be replaced (see figure 21).  

 
Figure 21: located at 45.907860° N and 119.447151° W 
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Continuing westward on section 6 of the trail, one of the final trail markers can be found. Like the previous 
three, this post is in good condition but the sticker should be replaced because of severe fading (see figure 22).  

Figure 22: located at 45.909203° N and 119.443786° W  
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Third to the last trail marker for the Heritage trail a similar case to other trail markers in this area. The sticker is 
faded and will need to be replaced. This sign seems to be missing an ODFW sign below. (Anthony – all signs in 
Section VI should have the ODFW marker below the Heritage Trail sign).  There seem to be screw holes from 
where a sign used to be (see figure 23). It is likely the responsibility of the Department of Fish and Wildlife to 
replace their sign, but the county could inform them that such action is necessary.  This is a good topic but if it 
is raised here, it should also be mentioned elsewhere.  My recommendation is to move this to the 
recommendations and conclusions section and include a paragraph about land ownership and management 
responsibility.   
 

Figure 23: located at 45.910545° N and 119.440345° W 
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Second to the last trail marker in this section of the trail the post as been knocked to the ground and the 
marker and placard is missing. There are screw holes for where the sign used to be, except this time it is the 
Columbia River Heritage Trail sign that is gone (see figure 24). The other sign on the post looks like it belongs 
to ODFW, but it is too faded to tell. More interesting with this trail marker is the 4x4 post has been knocked 
over. This post cannot be moved until after an environmental consultation and permission from the ACOE.  

Figure 24: located at 45.911542° N and 119.437586 
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The last trail marker is almost completely gone however the post is standing and in good condition. There is a 
small part of the metal placard at the top of the post. This sign is near the access point and thusly more 
susceptible to people seeking to vandalize the trail. This post will need a new sign and sticker for navigation 
purposes (see figure 25). 

Figure 25: located at 45.913100° N and 119.432253° W 
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The most easterly access to the Heritage Trail is at the border of Morrow and Umatilla County.  This 
informational sign has some graffiti and small BB holes. None of these cause a significant impact on the 
usability of the sign, but if signs are being replaced at the time anyways it could be looked at being replaced 
(see figure 26). 
 

Figure 26: located at 45.913023° N and 119.431535° W 
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SUMMARY 
Anthony – let’s redo the conclusion after we make changes to the rest of the document. That is, the 
conclusion will be the very last thing to write.  
With any development there are expected maintenance costs associated. The Columbia River 
Heritage Trail has provided some recreational activity to the northern part of Morrow County. 
Updating signs that have been vandalized or destroyed with time is not only beneficial to 
recreationalists but to hunters as well. Being able to interpret the signs that are encountered is vital 
to the usability if the trail. Navigation of certain sections can already be challenging. The lack of trail 
markers that can be recognized is a problem that can be addressed. The costs for replacing the trail 
marker signs can be kept to a minimum by just replacing the stickers on the metal placards. The 
majority of signs on the trail require little to no other maintenance then those stickers being 
unreadable. This means that labor costs would be kept to a minimum. For the few signs that have 
been knocked down the ODFW would have to brought in to do a land impact survey. This could take a 
while but in the meantime the rest of the problems could be dealt with 
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APPENDIX A 
This appendix consists of a series of county base maps. These base maps were designed to support 
the CRHT and were developed using multiple GIS datasets available to Morrow County at the time of 
this publication. 
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APPENDIX B 
This appendix provides a list of agency contacts. 
 

Agency Address Phone 
Morrow County Planning Department 325 Willow View Dr, Irrigon, OR 97844 (541) 922-4624 
Morrow County Parks   
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 64 Maple Street, Burbank, Washington 99323 (509) 546-8300 
U.S. Forest Service (Heppner District) P.O. Box 7, Heppner, OR 97836 (541) 676-9187 
District Extension Forester 210 Snell Hall, Corvallis, OR 97331 (541) 602-4689 
Oregon Department of Forestry 3501 NE 3rd St, Prineville, OR 97754 (541) 447-5658 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 430 Linden Way, Heppner, OR 97836 (541) 676-5021 
The Nature Conservancy 620 W 18th St, The Dalles, OR 97058 (541) 298-1802 

 
City Address Phone 

City of Boardman 200 City Center Circle, Boardman, OR 97818 (541) 481-9252 
City of Irrigon 500 NE Main Ave, Irrigon, OR 97844 (541) 922-3047 
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APPENDIX D 
The following information was collected during a 2020 trail marker census conducted by Planning and 
Parks staff. The entire CRHT was mapped and trail markers were geolocated and recorded in a GIS 
database. 
 
 
The table below is a summary of trail marker data collected during the trail census. 

Trail Segment  Trail Markers Interpretive Panels Points of Interest 
Sec. 2   4 3 4 
Sec. 3   1 0 1 
Sec. 4   6 3 7 
Sec. 5   0 0 0 
Sec. 6  16 8 19 

Total: 27 14 31 
 
 
 
The table below is a summary of trail markers that need to be repaired or replaced. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Section Trail Markers Info Signs Points of Interest 
Section 2 2     2 4 
Section. 3 1     0 1 
Section. 4 0     2 2 
Section. 5 0     0 0 
Section. 6 15     4 19 

Total: 18     8 26 
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